
4/16/2008

1

Taming Library Monsters: 
LibraryThing and Library Elf

Ellie Collier
Reference Librarian, Austin Community College

Texas Library Association Annual Conference, April 16, 2008

WHAT IS LIBRARYTHING?

• Social cataloging
o Catalog = Searchable record of all your books
o Social = Online, easy to share and aggregate info, easy 

to make connections to other people and organizations

WHAT CAN YOU DO WITH LIBRARYTHING?

• Catalog your personal books
• Provide a catalog for an organization 
• Connect with people who read the same things

o Groups
o Friends

Tag your books and explore others' tags • Tag your books and explore others  tags 
• Get recommendations
• Write reviews
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LIBRARYTHING – AN OVERVIEW

• Sign Up
• Add Books
• View Your Library

o Apply tags
o Rate your books

Write reviews or link to a reviewo Write reviews or link to a review
• View Your Books 
• Your Profile
• Talk & Groups
• Recommendations
• Share
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Thank You
And thanks to Barbara Johnson for sharing her previous presentation 

 hi h hi    b don which this one was based.
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CONTACT INFO

• LibraryThing
o librarything.com

• Weavers and Spinners Society of Austin
o wssaustin.org/library.html

librarything com/profile/wssao librarything.com/profile/wssa

• Ellie Collier, Austin Community College
o ecollier@austincc.edu
o ellieheartslibraries.wordpress.com (blog)
o del.icio.us/acclibrarians/librarything (links about LibraryThing)


